
 

OUR HOME GRANULA COMPANY  

• Granula was invented in Dansville by Dr. James Caleb Jackson at 
the Jackson Sanitarium in 1863.  Clara Barton came to the Dansville 
community in 1876 at the age of 54 after suffering from physical 
exhaustion developed from her years of constant travel and work.  

• The granula recipe was so popular among the patients and townspeople 
that demand soon taxed the capacity of the resort’s kitchens.  Our Home 
Granula Company, was formed to sell the product and was located at 
the current Sunrise Restaurant. (ca. 1882-1921). This new storefront had 
offices, shipping, and baking facilities to manufacture the breakfast food. 

• In 1900, Our Home Granula Company was one of the first to respond to 
Clara Barton’s appeal for supplies, including granula, for the Galveston 
TX Flood relief effort. (American National Red Cross) 
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DYER BROTHERS OPERA HOUSE 

• Canaseraga Hall, built in Dansville around 1839. The Dyer brothers 
purchased Canaseraga Hall and renamed it Dyer Brothers Hall (later 
again renamed Opera Hall). Canaseraga Hall is located upstairs on 
Main Street, south of the Maxwell block. (www.crookedlakereview.com) 

• When the war ended, Clara’s heart was touched by the distress in many 
homes where sons, fathers, and brothers were among those listed as 
"missing." In all, there were 80,000 men missing. She was assisting 
President Lincoln in answering hundreds of heartbroken letters when his 
tragic death left her alone with the task. Then, as no funds were 
available, she maintained out of her own means the newly established 
Office of Missing Soldiers. Four years were spent on this great labor, 
during which time Clara made many public lectures, the proceeds of 
which were devoted to the cause. (www.clarabarton.org) 

• One such lecture brought Clara to Dansville for the first time in 
December of 1866. Age: 44.  Subject: “Work and Incidents of Army Life”. 
According to her diary entry for December 11, she described an eight 
hour journey from Rochester to Dansville by way of Avon and Wayland 
by train and coach. A broken wheel en route from Wayland forced her to 
travel the rest of the way by foot through the snow.  The delay caused 
her to arrive to the lecture hall one half hour before the lecture.  
Audience members paid 50 cents to attend. That evening, Clara noted 
the particulars of the event as follows: “…Went to lecture at 7 ½. Hall 
seated 400, about full, pleasant audience…Received 50 dollars. Came 
home and retired at 11.” (Clara Barton and Dansville, American National 
Red Cross) 

 
 
Saturday, August 9, 2025 
Tour: 11:00am- 1:00pm 

Reception at GCC: 1:00pm-3:00pm 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Granula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Caleb_Jackson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackson_Sanatorium
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   1. Begin at (A) Genesee Community College (31 Clara Barton St.) 

2. Turn right and walk east to Main St.  Cross the street and 

turn left.  Head north on Main St.  Turn right on Ossian St. 

to the (B) Clara Barton Red Cross Chapter #1 (57 Elizabeth 

St.) Tour guide available. 

3. Turn right and walk west on Ossian St. to the (C) Clara 

Barton Mural (170 Main St & Ossian St.).  Presenter available. 

4. Turn right and walk north on Main St. to the (D) Sunrise 

Restaurant (198 Main St.).  This is the original Our Home 

Granula Co.   *See back for information. 

5. Turn right and walk north on Main St to the (E) Dansville 

Public Library (200 Main St.).  Step inside and see the Clara 

Barton display.  Look west to see the Castle on the Hill where 

Clara Baton stayed. 

6. Turn left and head south on Main St. to (F) The Dansville 

Granola Co. (156 Main St.), Presenter available inside.  

Outside, look to the second story south to the former Dyer 

Brothers Opera House *See back for information. 

7. Turn left and walk south.  Turn right onto Clara Barton St. to 

(G) St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (21 Clara Barton St.) and (G) 

Clara Barton Statue (25 Clara Barton St.)  Presenters available. 

8. Turn left and end at (A) Genesee Community College             

(31 Clara Barton St.) for a light, free reception for all. 

 

 

Clara Barton Self-Guided Walking Tour 

Look for the red balloons to mark the stops. 


